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Medical  Officer's  Seotion, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 
Pontefract, 

To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract, 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

X  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Borough  during  the  year  1952. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough, 

Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies, 
is  complementary  to  this  Report, 

Por  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  hy  the  County  Council  are 
included. 

Although  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report  is 
essentially  concerned  with  local  conditions,  it  is  perhaps 
timely  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  some  of  the  present 
trends  in  our  Rational  Health.  We  are  steadily  becoming  an 
older  population,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that  the 
mortality  rates  in  diseases  of  the  older  age  groups  show  a 
tendency  to  increase.  Thus  more  people  are  dying  from  oancer  of 
the  lung,  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  from 
other  troubles  of  the  circulation  such  as  coronary  disease  aid 
high  blood  pressure. 

On  the  other  hand,  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  shown 
a  striking  reduction  of  almost  40  per  cent,  in  four  years. 
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Diphtheria,  once  a  dreadful  scourge  is  now  numbered  among  the 
rarer  oauses  of  death. 

The  decline  in  the  birth  rate  continues,  but  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  and  the  neo— natal  and  stillbirth  rates 
are  praotioally  stationary. 

Investigations  indicate  that  people  are  consulting 
their  doctors  more  frequently  and  that  absence  from  work  due  to 
illness  is  tending  to  increase.  It  is  apparent  that  agricultural 
workers  see  their  doctor  only  rarely,  and  their  incapacity  rate 
is  low.  Workers  in  mining  and  quarrying,  on  the  other  hand  have  a 
comparatively  heavy  sickness  rate  and  consult  their  doctors 
frequently. 

Small-pox  is  now  comparatively  rare  and  a  feeling  cf 
false  confidenoe  regarding  this  disease  exists  in  the  publio  .mind. 
Vaccination  of  infants  is  not  carried  out  to  the  extent  it  should 
be,  and  I  would  emphasise  that  the  risks  of  complications  following 
vaccination  are  four  times  greater  in  people  of  15  years  or  more 
than  in  infants.  Diphtheria  immunisation  still  goes  on  and  its 
excellent  results  are  maintained.  It  is,  however,  more  important 
than  ever  that  all  children  should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria 
in  infanoy,  as  the  rarer  the  disease  becomes  the  less  likely 
is  it  that  the  child  will  acquire  natural  immunity. 

food  Poisoning  remains  disturbingly  frequent.  Many 
outbreaks  are  mild,  however,  and  from  the  health  point  of  view 
the  position  is  less  serious  than  the  figures  would  suggest. 

Sven  so,  although  permanent  injury  to  health  is  not  common  and 
the  patient  may  not  even  be  absent  from  work,  the  annual  total 
of  food  poisoning  cases  is  quite  impressive  and  represents  a 
good  deal  of  unpleasantness  which  we  would  be  better  without. 

The  duck  egg  has  been  firmly  incriminated  as  a  spreader  of 
bacterial  food  poisoning  and  it  is  clear  that  duck  eggs  should  not 
be  used  for  the  making  of  omelettes  and  custard  sauces* 
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They  can  be  used  without  risk  in  oak e-making  and  if  they  are 
to  be  eaten  boiled,  they  should  be  boiled  for  at  least  10  minutes. 

The  venereal  diseases  appear  to  be  in  retreat, 
especially  so  far  as  new  infections  are  concerned.  It  is  likely 
that  the  more  efficient  treatment  now  available  is  the  main 
factor  concerned  here. 

Whooping  cough  vaccination  is  making  progress,  and  with 
the  new  vaccine  now  available  a  good  deal  of  immunisation  lias 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  at  County  Counoil  clinics  and 
elsewhere . 

Poliomyelitis  is  unhappily  still  with  us,  and  much 
work  is  b sing  done  to  find  a  way  of  dealing  with  this  disease. 

The  rheumatic  group  of  diseases  has  aroused  a  good  deal 
of  interest  recently  as  a  result  of  some  new  drugs  making  their 
appearance.  Their  effect  appears  to  be  most  marked  on  rheumatoid 
arthritis.  At  the  same  time,  quite  apart  from  the  new  drugs 
it  appears  that  rheumatic  fever  itself  is  undergoing  changes 
both  in  its  attack  rate  and  in  the  number  of  deaths  it  causes. 

It  may  well  be  that  these  factors,  together  with  the  new  drugs 
may  combine  to  reduoe  greatly  the  number  of  damaged  hearts  which 
so  often  follow  this  disease.  A  recent  survey  on  ohronio 
rheumatism  in  coal— miners  has  shown  that  a lthough  miners  do  not 
in  general  suffer  more  frequently  from  the  rheumatic  diseases, 
they  are  prone  to  develop  them  at  an  earlier  age. 

The  good  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinios 
goes  on,  and  we  are  now  devoting  more  time  to  the  psychological 
preparation  of  the  mother  for  ohildbirth*  There  is  no  doubt 
that  in  this  particular  sphere  the  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  has  an  important  job  to  do. 

Over  the  past  100  years  a  silent;  army  of  sanitary 
workers  has  worked  a  miracle  in  environmental  hygiene.  Every 
member  of  the  community  has  benefited  from  this  without  having 
had  to  exert  himself  in  the  least,  apart  from  paying  his  rates. 
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It  is  increasingly  felt  that  we  have  now  reached  the  point  where 
further  progress  devolves  more  and  more  upon  the  individual 
helping  himself.  Sanitary  engineering  is  approaohing  its  peak 
and  further  progress  will  d  epend  upon  improved  personal  hygiene. 
One  other  matter  has  received  prominence  during  the 
year,  \7hereas  fatal  road  accidents  are  still  all  too  common 
and  usually  obtain  a  good  deal  of  publicity,  it  is  not  generally 
realised  that  domestic  accidents  are  an  even  commoner  cause  of 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  being  killed.  In  most  children 
who  die  between  the  ages  of  1  —  15  years,  the  fatal,  home  accident 
is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  their  death*  There  is  obviously 
great  scope  for  preventive  action  and  education  dad  the  home  both 
by  health  ’workers  and  others  to  instruct-  the  people  on  making  their 
homes  safe,  Sven  more  important  is  the  right  attitude  of  the 
people  themselves  in  this  important  matter, 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

d  '*  '"t  'Tv^.r>'v\ 

'  '//  w"'/  — - 

•/  ‘ 

'■  / 

S 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  Borough:  4,  865  acres 

Registrar-General1 s  estimate  of  civilian  population:  23,120 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses (end  of  195 2) according  to 

Rate  books:  6,231 

Rateable  Value?  1952  -  £138,642.  1951  -  £135,643* 

Sum  Represented  by  penny  rate:  1952  -  £538.  1951  -  £524. 

VITAL  STATISTICS.  ( Registrar- Gene r al1 a  -  Registered  during  the 
— — -  year) 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1951. 


BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. 

Hale. 

Female. 

375 

18 

Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

172  (212) 
9  (  13) 

203  (172) 

9  (  13) 

Total 

181  (225) 

212  (185) 

393 

(410) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population: 

17.0  (17.3) 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  birt 

hs:  4.58.  (6.34) 

Still  Births. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5  (9 ) 

1  M 

6 

U3) 

Illegitimate 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

— 

(  3-) 

Total 

5  (9) 

1  (5)  ‘ 

6 

(14)’ 

„  . 

.  .  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total (live  and  still)  births:  15*0  (33*0) 
Rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population: 0.26  (0.6) 


DEATHS. 

A 3-,\  .SFJPWJL-. 

Infants  under  1  yr 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

170  (131) 

169  (112) 

339  (243) 

Male.. 

Female. 

Total. 

10  (8) 

13  i7} 

23  (15) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

2  (  -) 

11  (8) 

14  (7)' 

25  (15) 

. 

-  - 

Hater na^L  Deaths. 


1  (NIL) 
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Death  Hates* 


General  rate  per  l.#00  population 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

lrce  births. 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 


H.7  (10.5) 

63.6  (36.6) 

(39.0) 
Ul.l  (NIL) 

2.51  (Nil) 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  Iabl9. 


TABLE  I. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

T""" .  ‘  - 

j  Pemale. 

Total. * 

I  •  .  ....  .  _ 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

7 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

- 

diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

4 

5 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

4 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

10 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

3 

3 

Neoplasms 

17 

7 

24 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

- 

- 

“ 

system 

20 

■  31 

51 

Coronary  disease, angina 

18 

10 

2  8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

36 

55 

91 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

8 

10 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

22 

13 

35 

system 

2 

_ 

2 

Ulcor  of  stomaoh  and  duodenum 
Gasteritis,  enteritis  and 

1 

— 

1 

diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

2 

3 

diseases 

15 

14 

29 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

5 

5 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Pregnancy  -  childbirth 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

170 

169 

339  ' '  ‘ 

3 


Ihe  local  death,  rate  during  the  past  15  years  is 
shorn  in  the  following  Table. 


Years. 

1933  -  1940 
1941  -  1943 
1944  -  1£46 
1947  -  1949 
.  •  1950 

1951 

1952 


Death  Rate 

13.1 

12.2 
10.8 
10.0 
10.9 
10.5 
14.7 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  tables  give  causes  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  year  1952,  classified  into  age  groups  and  months 

of  incidence. 

I  A  BIB  II. 
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I  ABLE  III 


Cause  of  Death,  J 

an 

1 

Feb! 

T 

Liar 

— s — r 

Apr!  may 

1  ; 

lunjJul 

&.ug  J 

t 

Sep  ( 

Dot 

tfov  j] 
» 

Dec 

i 

) —  — — ’  — r 

j  Atelectasis 

— 

- 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

!  ICernicterus 

— 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

~  j 

i 

Prematurity 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

i  Bronchitis 

- 

- 

~ 

“  | 

“  I 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital 

1  causes,  Birth 

injuries,  etc, 

i 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

_ ! 

_ 

Infection  of 
lesp.  tract. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

l 

- 

G-astro  Enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

|  “ 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

j 

- 

— 

- 

■M, 

j  1 

— 

I 

- 

— 

— 

l 

— 

j  Pyelitis 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

** 

•** 

•  Dystocia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*** 

i 

;  Septicaemia 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

mm 

!  Hydrocephalus 

i 

I 

- 

— 

— 

“ 

•• 

mm 

1  “ 

1 

1- - 

! ' 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i  1 

!  3 

j  ~ 

1  2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

l  '! 

■  j 

Total  -  25a 
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COMPARISON  OF  PONTEFRACT  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST 

HE ffm  ’mSZSTZKE  YeST  HISTHC  'iffirnTrsTSSEtra'  vmm'rmr 

gfgEAin)  &  tobse - - - : - - - — • 


F.  ....  . ij^ont'e- 

jfract 
i Borough 

| . . . .  ,  .  .  .j 

Aggregate  .  .j  West  i&igland  .  &  -  -  -j 

West  Rid-  j  Riding  i Wales  (pro-  j 
ing  Urban  •  Admin,  i visional 
Districts.  !  County  ^figures). 

. -  - 

j  BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1000  estimated  j  17.0 

population) 

, 

15.3 

!•  ! . ] 

;  | 

15.4  ;  15.3 

i 

i 

.  -  J 

- .  -  . . . .  .  i  .  . 

DEATH  RATE  j  j 

(per  1000  estimated  ■;  14.7  '  12.1 

population) 

All  Causes. 

. . . . .  .  !  _ 1 _ _ 

1 

r 

11.5 

. .  1 

11.3  | 

! 

1 

...  j  | 

Infective  &  Para.  Dis. 

excl.  Tub.  but  incl.  ,  0.09  !  0.07 

Syph.  and  other  V.D. 

!  I 

1_ 1 

0.07 

. 

*  ! 

.  i 

i 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

!  • 

0.30  !  0.17 

i 

j 

0.16 

o 

u 

: 

* 

* 

1  .  . . 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

NIL 

i 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

|  r  ,  r  r  ,  r  ,  ,  ,  ir  ...i 

.  . 

Tuberculosis 

All  Dorms 

1 

! 

1 

0.30  1  0.20 

1 

. . 1 . . 

j  ... 

j  i 

0.19  j  0.24 

Cancer 

2.29  !  2.02 

i 

*  "  1  J  ■  *  J  *  M"  1  1  J  '■ x - J  -  -‘-J 

1.92  !  1.99 

I 

!  .  .  „  *  .... 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System 

1 

| . 

2.21  i  1.88 

.  .  . .  . 

'»  tmr*"  ‘  »'  . 

..  . 

1.74  |  * 

t 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

L- ..  - -  .......  .  ,  - 

5.45  i  4.66 

. •  .  .  .  I  . 

4.35  j  * 

Respiratory  Diseases 

i 

i —  - .  .  . 

1 

2.08  i  1.21 

..........  i .  ...  . 

1.15  i  * 

-------  1  -  . 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1000  live  and 
still  births) 

1 

2.51  j  0.88 

 .  .  i  . . 

- 1 - r-~ - ■ — - — * 

0.80  ;  0.72 

j 

;  Infant  Mortality 

j 

63.6  j  30.1 

I 

30.0  | 

'i 

27.6 

1 

,  Still  Births 
(per  1000  live  and 
still  births ) 

...  1-  -  - 
1 

15.0  |  25.1 

■  i 

* 

! 

-  r -----  -  ‘-r  r  , . 

! 

24.6  ;  22.6  i 

{  | 

i  ) 

» 

— - - I - - - 1 

*  figures  not  available. 
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PART  TWO 

PREVALENCE  op  AND  CONTROL  0 VSR 

INFECTIVE  ATI)  OTHER  DISEASES, 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis). 


T 

a  b  : 

lj  e 

IV 

. . . . . . 

J  an/ 1  Apl/  ?  J  ul/  ;  Oct/', 
Mar  'Jun  !Sep  Deo 

1.  ..  J 

Total  L 

;No»  -of  oases 

Deaths  admitted  to 

—7 

•  j 

. .  . 

...  j 

...  -  -  .  - 

Scarlet  Fever 

5  J 

2  s 

2 

1 

29  | 

38 

30 

Whooping 

2 

39 

24 

22  | 

87 

**  j 

6 

j  Cough 

1 

! 

i 

t 

i 

Chicken-pox 

383  j 

175 

25  | 

i 

14  i 

597 

i 

“*  I 

5 

1  Pneumonia 

2 

8 

i  ! 

9 

20 

f 

1 

Puerperal 

- 

— 

j 

i 

1 

1 

j 

- 

Pyrexia 

] 

i  Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

1 

j 

- 

1 

1  Measles 

2 

10 

80 

94 

186 

i 

8 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

5 

i 

- 

|  Food 

— 

12 

12 

- 

j  Poisoning 

I 

1  Ophthalmia 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

— 

Neonatorum 

Femphigus 

— 

— 

- 

1  Neonatorum 

! 

| 

|  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

— 

2 

!  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

1 

i  1 

i 

- 

1 

! 

i  Meningococcal 

1 

{ 

\ 

. 

Infection. 

— 

— 

2 

I  2 

2 

|  Encephalitis 

i  ^ 

- 

- 

1 

1  i 

— 

- 

:  Diphtheria 

— 

- 

|  - 

— 

— 

i 

; 

^  ■  — 

•  395 

;239 

j  136 

b*i 

f  955 

- 

55 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  comment. 

Ileaaleg. 

Measles  continues  to  follow  its  two  yearly  cyolo  and  the 
figure  of  185  oases  is,  therefore,  to  be  expected  as  against 
651  cases  last  year  and  127  cases  in  1950*- 
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WhQOpfog  Couafe. 

She  87  cases  of  whooping  cough  continues  the  slight 
downward  trend  of  uhis  disease  compared  with  93  cases  last  year 
and  122  oases  in  1950* 


Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  was  started  in 
?ur  clinics  in  April  of  this  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  decline 
in.  this  disease  will  continue. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
virtual  elimination  of  this  disease  is  shown  in  the  following 
graph  which  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  Boroujsii 
since  1941. 


While  this  state  of  axf&irs  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction,  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  become  complacent 
about  it.  It  will  only  be  maintained  if,  and  so  long  as,  the 
general  public  remains  n immunisation  conscious11 .  A  deoline  in 
uhe  immunisation  rate  would,  within  a  few  years,  show  itself  in 
a  speedy  return  of  this  dreadful  disease,  and  we  must  strive  with 
all  our  power  to  impress  upon  parents. the  absolute  need  to  have 
this  simple  pro cee dure  carried  out. 


No.  of 

ffasea. 


1  A  B  L  3  V 


120 

110 

j 

looj 

90 

80 


51 


1 


52 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in 
the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons* 

TABLE  71, 


. 

ITumber  of  cases  in 
Register: 

.  . 

Respiratory 

M  ? 

Non-Re  spiratory 

M  P 

tfotal 

in  Re¬ 
gister 

At  the  ooEaaenoenent  of 

1952 

96 

T 

1  72 

25 

32 

225 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1952 

10 

j  9 

5 

2 

26 

Restored  to  Register 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1  Removed  from  Register 

f 

17 

3 

7 

7 

34 

At  the  end  of  1952 

89 

78 

23 

27 

— 

217 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table* 


TABLE  VII. 


'Entries  relating  to: 

Respiratory 

Ja E 

}  Non-Rre  spiratory 

_ 11 _  F  , 

Total. 

Persons  who  have  died 

9 

1 

l  .  .  . 

•  < 

o 

H 

Persons  certified  by 

1  the  medical  practi- 
tioner  in  attendance 
to  have  recovered 

5 

1 

3 

5 

14 

Persons  who  have 
|  ceased  to  reside 
|  permanently  in  the 
!  district 

i 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Revision  of  diagnosis 

1  r  1  *  1  J  "J  r 

- 

i 

~ 

L  "  J 

- 

! . 

3 

6 

On 

* 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 

T  A  3  L  E  VIII. 


i  Age  Periods 

4 

. 

TEB3S - 

Respiratory 

M  P 

Non-Re sp. 

M  P 

Respira'tory 

M  P 

1  Non-Re sp. 

1  M  P 

Under  5 

T-r— 

i 

♦  .  •< 

! . Under  15 

1 

1  2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Under  25 

I  6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

;  ~ 

Under  35 

i 

2 

... 

1 

i  Under  45 

1 

i 

— 

|  Under  55 

4 

i 

— 

1 

1 

— 

j  Under  65 

2 

— 

4 

_ 

|  Over  55 

4-- 1  ■ 

4 r  

— 

3 

!  Total 

-  -  -  ,  r  .  i  r 

14 

!  7  i 

5 

•  9 

^  .  f 

±J 

- 

9 


The  tuberculosis  register  decreased  by  8  persons 
during  the  year*  10  persons  were  removed  from  the  register 
because  of  death,  not  necessarily  due  to  tuberculosis* 


PARI  I  HREE 
MATERNITY  AND  OH  HP  WELFARE), 


The  full  establishment  of  staff  of  Health . Visitors/ 
School  Nurses  has  been  maintained  during  the  year*  The 
number  of  visits  paid  were  as  follows:— 


First  Visits.  Total  Visits. 


To  expectant  mothers  123 
To  children  under  1  year  849 
To  children  1-5  years  113 
Other  cases  300 


299 

4295 

7593 

3959 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


Attendances  at  these  clinics  have  been  maintained, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  mothers  are  eager  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  various  facilities  provided. 


Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  ultra  violet  light 
clinic  which  form  part  of  this  service. 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Voluntary  Committee  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during  the 
year. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


These  were  held  weekly  as  before  and  were  well 
attended.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  encouraging  the  mothers 
to  attend  for  a  post-natal  examination  when  the  baby  was  six 
weeks  old. 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  oases)  to  all  worn an 
attending  the  clinics 


Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  and  2) 

Truf ood 

Cow  &  G-ate 

Oval  tine 

G-lucose  tD* 

Horlicks-  - 

Minadex 

Haemolac 

Lactogol 

Bemax 


Virol 

Virolax 

Farex 

Scotts  Twin  Pack 

Robinson's  Croats 

Colaot 

Robrex 

Rob soup 

Bovril  Weaning  Food. 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge 

I.C.D.  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
A  &  D  Liquid 
Vitamin  * C* 
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The  folio  wins  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1952, 
adjusted  by  tranaf erred  notifications,  indicates  how  the  various 
maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 


1.  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


(a)  Pontefraot  residents  - 

Domiciliary  cases 

(b)  Outward  transfers 
2.  No.  of  inward  transfers. 


Walton  Hall  maternity  Home 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 
Wakefield  G-eneral  Hospital 
Many gates  Maternity  Hospital 
Castlefora  Maternity  Home 
Ealloden  Maternity  Home,  Leeds 
Mount  Cross  Home,  Leeds 
Staincliffe  General  Hospital 

Dewsbury 

St,  James* s  Hospital,  Leeds 
Relatives  and  friends 

To+al 


Total  number  of  births  in  Pontefraot; 

Of  these  births,  5  were  stillbirths. 

In  general  it  can  be  said  that  the  position  of  maternity 
home  accommodation  has  eased  considerably ,  and  practically  ell 
mothers  who  so  desire  can  now  be  acoonmodatea . 

Care  of  the  Premature  Infant. 

33  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made,  and  help  given 
as  required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between 
hospitals  and  authorities. 


188 

2 


123 

4 

12 

53 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 1 

m 

387 


PART  E  0  U  R._ 

SCHOOL  l IEDICAL  SERVICE S^._ 

Routine  school  medical  i"  sections  were  carried  out 
in  the  Pontefraot  schools  durin  '  :  ,  -aim 

The  Consultation  Clinic  w:  r  cmool  children  was  held 
weekly  and  the  popularity  of  t.  ...  j  c_...-\l'c  is  shown  by  the  high 
average  attendance  which  was  63*=  These  clinics  are  of  special 
value  in  dealing  with  the  debilitated  child. 

Specialist  consultations  for  orthopaedic  cases  (held 
monthly),  ear  nose  and  throat  cases  (held  s ortnightly ) ,  and 
ophthalmic  cases  held  weekly,  wei.’Q  also  carried  out. 

The  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic,  which  was  held  twice 
weekly  in  winter  and  once  weekly  in  summer  was  well  attended. 

minor  ailment  clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  sonool 
nurse,  were  held  daily  with  an  average  attendance  of  30  school 
children. 
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P  ABI  f  IY£, 

HOME  NURSING. 

The  demand  for  the  services  of  the  home  nurses  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year*  In  the  divisional  area 
20,521  visits  have  been  made  to  patients. 


PAST  SIX, 

CASE  AND  AFTER  OAEEK 

iluoh  good  work  has  been  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year,  A  Health  Visitor  has  visited  the  hospital  daily.  On 
the  one  hand  she  has  furnished  background  histories  of  patients 
vfoere  such  information  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand 
she  has  obtained  early  information  of  the  discharge  of  patients 
from  hospital  whom  the  personal  health  services  would  assist. 

Home  Helps, 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Kelp  Service  has  steadily 
increased  and  even  with  the  increased  astablishment  of  Home  Helps 
now  permitted,  it  is  proving  difficult  to  cope  with  the  demand. 

PART  SEVEN. 

MEDIAL  HEALTH. 


Mental  health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  sub-committee  of 
the  County  Council.  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Llental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract,  he  is  Mr.  R.S.H.  Battye,  of 
27  Grove  Lea  Crescent,  Pontefraot;  his  telephone  number  ie 
Pontefract  813.  We  have  had  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social  Worker, 
I, lies  B.l.  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Llental  Deficienoy  Acts. 


PART  EIGHT, 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Borough  is  now  operated 
by  the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer. 
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Borough  of  Pontefract 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  1952 


Gentlemen , 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  this  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report 
in  which  are  given  facts  and  figures  relating  to  the  several  activities  of 
my  Department  during  1952.  Much  of  the  information  has  been  prepared  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  various  Government  Departments  concerned,  and 
a  Table  of  Contents  is  given  to  enable  reference  to  any  particular  aspect 
of  the  work  to  be  readily  made.  In  this  preface  I  comment  briefly  on  the 
more  salient  features  of  the  Report  sufficiently  to  give  to  any  who  may  be 
unable  to  peruse  closely  the  more  detailed  information  contained  in  the 
Report  some  idea  of  the  year’s  main  activities. 

When  housing  is  mentioned  one  at  once  thinks  in  terms  of  new  building, 
and  in  this  connection  the  Borough  has  a  proud  record,  957  houses  having 
been  erected  in  the  post-war  period.  This  has  enabled  many  living  in  un¬ 
healthy,  particularly  overcrowded,  conditions  to  improve  their  environment; 
but  large  numbers  of  families  will  necessarily  occupy  rented,  privately- 
owned  property  for  many  years  to  come,  and  the  maintenance  of  this  class 
of  property  is  a  problem  which  faces  my  Department.  Owners  receiving  pre- 
war  rents  are  required  to  pay  post-war  costs  for  maintenance;  no  wonder 
they  fire  often  reluctant  to  carry  out  necessary  repair  work.  During  1952 
repairs  were  carried  out  at  some  300  houses  following  intervention  by  the 
Department,  and  there  is  nothing  more  certain  that  but  for  such  interven¬ 
tion  the  standard  of  this  class  of  property  would  deteriorate  substantially 
within  a  very  few  years. 

May  I  now  turn  to  a  different  facet  of  the  Department’s  work:  food 
inspection  and  supervision.  The  foods  most  likely  to  be  the  source  of 
trouble  to  public  health  authorities  -  meat  and  milk  and  certain  of  their 
products  -  fire  given  routine  attention.  All  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  were  given  post  mortem  examination,  resulting  in  some  10  tons  of 
ration  meat  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  food.  Meat  products  manufacture, 
ice-cream  manufacture  and  sale,  milk  distribution  -  all  these  activities 
and  the  premises  concerned  are  registered  with  the  Authority,  and  periodic 
visitation  was  made  to.  ensure  compliance  with  the  various  relevant  enact¬ 
ments.  A  comprehensive  sampling  programme  was  maintained  for  ice-cream, 
milks  of  various  designations  and  milk  direct  from  herds.  As  a  result  of 
the  last-named  two  dairy  cattle  found  to  be  secreting  tuberculous  milk  were 
slaughtered. 

The  hygienic  handling  of  food  ht<.s  been  discussed  from  time  to  time  in 
the  Press  and  it  is  a  subject  of  considerable  controversy.  Many  authoritie 
have  organised  exhibitions,  courses  of  lectures,  clean  food  guilds,  etc., 
but-  in  your  own  Department  it  is  considered  that  food  handling  education  is 
best  carried  out'  at  the  machine  in  the' factory,  in  the  restaurant  kitchen, 
bakehouse  or  shop.  Having  obtained  the  best  working  conditions  for  staff 
by  the  provision  of  well-appointed  and  well-lighted  rooms  and,  what  is 
perhaps  most  important ,  adequate  supplies  of  hot  water  find  other  washing 
facilities,  the  onus  is  placed  completely  on  personal  practice  and  clean¬ 
liness.  But  this  is  not  work  which  once  done  is  complete:  new  employees, 
now  methods,  the  disinterest  which  may  creel}  into  routine  manual  work  -  all 
these  render  regular  inspection  essential.  This  work  has  now  been  going 
on  regularly  for  three  years  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  managemenxs 
and  staffs  concerned,  a  great  improvement  has  been  effected. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  is  a  subject  which  one  must  approach  with  due 
caution  in  a  town  where  coal  mining  plays  so  important  a  part  in  the 
community’ s  economic  well-being.  The  fact  remains  that  coal  is  a  raw 
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material  which,  however  carefully  used  in  its  raw  state,  is  likely  to 
cause  pollution.  \/e  can  minimise  this  pollution  by  turning  more  and 
more  oral  into  gas,  electricity  or  solid  smokeless  fuel,  and  by  manu¬ 
facturing  .^n  increasing  numbers  appliances  capable  of  burning  the  last- 
named  efficiently.  This  process  has  been  set  in  motion  on  a  national 
level;  it  will  no  doubt  be  slow  moving,  particularly  in  the  mining 
areas  themselves,  where  the  need  for  improvement  is  often  the  most 
urgent. 

So  far  as  industrial  smoke  in  Pontefract  is  concerned  the  plant 
122talled  at  a11  our  fact°ries  is  capable  of  operating  at  least  as 
efficiently  as  is.  necessary  to  comply  with  local  byelaws,  given  suitable 
luel  and  competent  operation.  It  is  not  always  appreciated  that  within 
a  working  day  of  eight  hours  an  industrial  chimney  can  send  out  an 
aggregate  of  half  an  hourr s  dense  black  smoke  -  providing  it  is  spaced 
at  less  th;m  two  minutes  in  each  half  hour  -  and  still  not  violate  the 
local  byelaw.  One  must  not  overlook  the  fact,  however,  that  an 
industrial  chimney,  although  operating  within  the  byelaw  limits,  may  be 
a  source  of  annoyance  to  houses  in  its  near  vicinity.  One  hopes  that 
the  town  planner  has  the  power  to  prevent  future  problems  of  this  type. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  increasing  use  of  laboratory 
facilities..  During  1952,  233  specimens  or  samples  were  submitted  to 
bacteriological  or  chemical  laboratories  in  the  course  of  the  Department's 
duties:  these  involved  public  water  supplies  for  chemical  composition  a nl 
bacterial  condition,  swimming  bath  waters  for  bacterial  condition,  deposit 
gauge  contents  and  lead  peroxide  candles  for  atmospheric  pollution 
investigation,  sewage  effluents,  milks  for  presence  of  tuberculosis,  heat’ 
treated  milks  -  pasteurised  and  sterilised  -  for  efficiency  of  treatment 
for . cleanliness ,  ice— cream  for  bacterial  grading,  specimens  for 
confirmation  of  meat  inspection  opinions,  food  for  food  poisoning 
organisms  and  samples  of  filling  materials  tsed  in  upholstery  under  the 
Materials  Act.  The  laboratory  facilities  available  are  used  to 
the  full  and  are  essential  in  the  control  of  the  matters  mentioned. 

Welfare  in  shops  and  factories  is  divided  between  the  Factory 
Department,  the  local  shops  authority  and  the  sanitary  authority.  Your 
Department  has  certain  duties  in  connection  with  all  factories;  and  may 
9  instance  an  arrangement  in  general  use  in  the  Department  for  economising 
in  man-power.  When  a  factory  is  visited,  e.g.  a  food  factory,  it  will  be 
inspected,  if  neces3?ory,  under  all  the  legislation  applicable  to  that 
particular  case:  this  may  involve,  general  sanitation  under  Public  Health 
Acts;  rodent  infestation  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949; 
food  hygiene  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Byelaws;  hep.lth  and  welfare 
provisions,  water  supply  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  —  these  under 
the  Factories  Act,  1937.  In  shops  similar  economies  are  arranged.  In 
this  way  much  travelling  time  is  saved,  and  Inspectors  are  not  on  the  scant 
premises  too  frequently  for  different  purposes. 

Bach  year  during  recent  times  brings  its  quota  of  new  legislation  and 
its  attendant  duties.  This  year  new  headings  appear  in  the  Report  under 
the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 
and  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  Under  the 
last-named  Act  .,  H.iirdressers  and  Barbers  are  now  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority,  and  Byelaws  governing  these  premises  have  been  made  and  became 
operative  on  tho  1st  January,  1953*  Under  the  same  Act  food  hawkers  ?md 
their  storage  premises  have  been  registered  -  a  useful  piece  of  legislatio 
which  uncovered  some  '  black  spots'  needing  attention. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  for  some  years  following  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Service  the  interest  of  public  and  administrators 
alike  would  be  concentrated  largely  on  the  curative  aspects  of  public 
health  work.  Those  engaged  in  preventive  fields  are  waiting  patiently 
for  some  rearrangement  of  emphasis:  valuable  as  the  National  Health 
Service  is,  its  functions  cannot  bo  fully  realised,  nor  c;m  its  fruits  bo 
fully  enjoyed,  unloss  a  proper  emphasis  is  placed  on  environment.  Sanita 
Inspection  Services  contribute  to  this  background  in  no  uncertain  v/ay  as, 

I  trust,  the  following  pages  of  this  Report  will  show. 
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PART  A 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies 

A  sufficient  and  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  was  distributed 
throughout  the  district  by  the  Corporation  during  the  year,  the  supply 
for  domestic  use  being  of  the  order  of  28  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  supply  was  sampled  regularly  for  both  chemical  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examination.  18  samples  of  chlorinated  water  going  into 
supply  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  and  all  were  reported 
upon  as  satisfactory. 

Twenty-five  samples  of  waters  taken  from  source,  before  chlorination, 
were  classified  as  indicated  in  Table  1; 


Table  1.  Bacteriological  Classification  of  Water  Samples 


Source  of 
raw  water 

No . 

of  Samples  falling  into  the 
Classes  named: 

Total 

samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

taken 

Glass  1 

Glass  2 

Class  3 

Class  4 

Heck 

7 

- 

— 

- 

7 

Roall 

7 

- 

- 

7 

Eggborough 

7 

— 

- 

- 

7 

Tanshe1  f 

2. 

2 

— 

4 

Twenty-five  samples  (including  four  taken  direct  from  each  of  the 
principal  sources)  were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis  and  reported  upon 
as  satisfactory,  the  waters  being  of  good  organic  quality. 


All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  public  supply.  Only 
houses  in  the  Borough  are  served  by  outside  stand-pipes,  and  these 
properties  are  scheduled  for  clearance  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 


Swimming  Baths  -  Sanitary  Condition  of  Water 

Periodic  sampling  of  water  from  the  Public  Swimming  Baths  for 
bacteriological  examination  was  carried  out  throughout  the  season.  The 
results  were  satisfactory. 


General  S;mit at  ion  and  Abatement  of  Nuiszinces 

All  built  up  areas  in  the  Borough  are  sewered,  and  records  indicate 
that  only  37  houses  are  not  connected  to  sewers.  Sanitary  accommodation 
is  almost  entirely  water-carriage:  the  22  conveniences  of  other  types 
represent  only  a  fraction  «,f  one  per  cent  of  the  total.  In  these  isolated 
cases  there  are  practical  difficulties  preventing  conversion. 

Although  the  Borough  has  modern  sewerage,  the  drainage  systems 
connecting  buildings  with  the  sewers  are  in  many  cases  obsolete  in  design. 
Improvements  are  being  effected  gradually  and  the  figures  relating  to 
inspections  made,  and  notices  served,  are  to  be  found  in  Part  III  of  the 
R eport . 


With  the  exception  of  nine  properties  still  served  by  privy-middens 
all  premises  in  the  Borough  where  domestic  refuse  is  produced  are  served 


tty  metal  dustbins  of  approved  specification.  The  nine  properties 
referred  to  are  in  isolated  places  where  no  sewer  is  available.  The 
Corporation  have  not  adopted  a  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  of  the  type  envisaged 
by  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  When  new  bins  are 
required  notice  pursuant  to  sub-section  1  of  this  section  is  served  on  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  property  following  consideration  of  the  facts  known  i 
to  the  Corporation. 

214  nuisances  (including  'statutory  nuisances'  and  other  insanitary 
conditions  referred  to  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as  'nuisances*,  but 
excluding  housing  defects  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts)  were  found 
during  the  year,  and  20  outstanding  from  the  previous  ye^ir  gave  a  total  oi 
234  needing  abatement.  217  of  these  had  been  abated  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Most  owners  responded  with  reasonable  promptitude  to  notices  serve 

6  trades  scheduled  in  section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as 
'offensive  trades’  were  carried  on  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  These 
trades  were  conducted  with  the  minimum  of  nuisance  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  the  trades  concerned. 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 


Arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in  their  places  of 
employment  have  again  received  attention  during  the  ye*ar.  The  routine 
inspection  of  factories  and  shops  has  be<  n  continued  and  on  no  occasion  h& 
it  been  found  necessary  tO'  resort  to  statutory  powers  to  secure  iraprovemen 

The  tern  'factory'  as  used  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  includes  all 
premises  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or  repaired  for  purposes  of  gnir 
there  are  103  such  premises  on  the  Factory  Register,  and  Table  2  gives’ 
particulars  relating  to  inspections,  notices  and  defects  found  and  remedie 
Tne  provisions  of  section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  relating  to  me  ail 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  fire  administered  by  the  Department:  two  certif¬ 
icates  were  amended  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  term  ’workplace'  as  used  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  embraces 
offices,  restaurant  kitchens  and  most  other  premises  in  which  persons  are 
employed;  but  excludes  domestic  promises,  factories  and  (except  for 
’overcrowding’  purposes)  shops  to  which  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  applies.  A 
routine  inspection  of  these  premises  was  not  made,  but  when  unsatisfactory 
conditions  came  to  my  notice  in  the  course  of  other  duties,  the  requisite 
remedial  measures  were  taken. 

The  term  '  shop’  includes  w;irehouses  used  in  connection  with  wholesale 
or  retail  trade,  refreshment  houses,  lending  libraries  and  hairdressing 
establishments.  There  are  386  shop  premises  on  the  Register,  and  the  S ho 
Act,  1950,  applies  to  some  two-thirds  of  these.  84  visits  for  the 
investigation  of  welfare  arrangements  were  made  in  1952.  General 
conditions  were  good. 


Table  2.  Factories  Records,  1952 


Premises 

Number 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Defects 

on 

Regist  er 

Found 

Remedie 

(1)  Factories  v/ithout 

mechanical  power  (in 

— 

which  sections  1  to  4 
find  6  and  7  of  the  Act 
are  enforced  by  local 
authorities) 

(2)  Factories  with  mechanical 

10 

22 

| 

1 

16 

9 

power  (in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  local 
authorities) 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 

91 

120 

1 

24 

116 

104 

section  7  is  enforced 
by  local  authorities 

2 

4  | 

i 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

l 

103 

146 

j 

25 

132 

113 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 


The  Council  have  continued  to  take  active  interest  in  this  subject. 

They  are  represented  on  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Regional  Smoke 
Abatement  Committee  and  on  its  Executive  Committee,  and  sent  representatives 
to  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society.  Pursuant 
to  their  powers  under  section  105  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956.,  they 
participate  in  the  investigation  of  problems  related  to  atmospheric- 
pollution;  a  standard  deposit  gauge,  a  lead  peroxide  instrument  for  the 
measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  a  smoke  filter  for  the  measurement  of 
suspended  impurity  have  been  operated  throughout  the  year.  Monthly 
returns  are  sent  to  the  Fuel  Research  Station  of  the  Department  of 
Industrial  and  Scientific  Research. 

It  has  been  the  practice  for  some  years  to  include  in  this  Report 
statistics  comparing  annual  soot-deposit  figures.  Unfortunately  during 
the  year  under  review  the  normal  operation  of  the  deposit  gauge  has  been 
interfered  with,  and  the  figures  obtained  cannot  be  used  for  direct 
comparison  with  previous  years. 

Ten  industrial  chimneys  were  observed  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  formal  30-minute  observations  made  was  32.  Your 
Smoke  Byelaws  allow  a  total  emission  of  up  to  two  minutes  black  smoke  within 
a  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes;  any  emission  in  excess  of  this  is 
presumed  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  on  this  standard  9  nuisances  were  noted 
during  the  aggregate  observation  period  of  16  hours.  The  principal 
offender  was  the  local  colliery;  measures  are  in  hand  for  -the  improvement 
of  the  steam-raising  plant  on  these  ixremises. 

Whilst  legal  measures  exist  to  deal  with  the  industrial  offender  it 
would  seem  that  only  the  grossest  offence  would  be  likely  to  result  in  a 
successful  prosecution.  There  is  no  general  law  dealing  with  the  domestic 
offender:  the  development  of  the  ’smokeless  zone’  technique  in  a  few  areas 
is  being  watched  with  interest,  but  the.  inducement  to  introduce  domestic 
appliances  capable  of  burning  fuel  with  greatQjeff iciency  still  has  an 
economic  rather  than  a  public  health  basis.  The  Corporation,  in  its  new 
housing,  have  -  whenever  practicable  in  an  ar(ea  which  has  special  problems 
in  this  connection  -  given  practical  expression  to  its  smoke  abatement 
policy. 


PART  B 
HOUSING 


General  Conditions  end  Overcrowding 

Since  post-war  house  building  began,  957  houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  Borough,  119  of  these  during  the  year  under  review,  as  detailed  in 
Table  3.  There  is,  however,  evidence  that  the  total  housing  need  at  the 
end  of  1952  was  greater  than  at  the  beginning  of  that  year:  the  number  of 
families  wanting  Corporation  houses  and  living  in  lodgings  rose  by  62 
to  766„ 


Table  5.  New  Housing  Progress  1946  -  1952 


Year 

No.  of  houses  erected  - 

Total 

By 

the  Corporation 

By  Private 
Ent  erx^rise 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 

1946 

0 

60 

60 

23 

83 

194  ( 

164 

164 

29 

193 

1948 

169 

169 

25 

194 

ly49 

137 

137 

15 

152 

1950 

104 

3 

107 

13 

120 

1951 

86 

86 

10 

96 

1952 

106 

106 

13 

119 

.  Totals 

766 

63 

829 

128 

957 
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The  number  of  known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  has  fallen  k 

during  the  year:  4  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  added  to  the  register  ; 
and  7  were  removed  consequent  upon  abatement.  The  numbers  of  cases 
found  and  abated  during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  Table  4;  it  is 
shown  that  during  this  period  132  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were 
abated,  64  of  these  as  a  result  of  Corporation  rehousing. 

Table  4.  Incidence  and  Abatement  of  Overcrowding 


Year 


No.  of  cases  - 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

_ 

On  register  at  beginning 
of  year 

» 

58 

39 

20 

12 

Added  to  register  during 
the  year 

87 

22 

13 

2 

4 

Abated  during  the  year: 

By  Corporation  rehousing 

12 

36 

9 

6 

1 

By  other  means 

30 

5 

23 

4 

6 

Total 

42 

41 

32 

10 

7 

On  register  at  end  of  year 

58 

39 

20 

12 

9 

The  following  details  add  to  the  information  given  on  this  subject 
in  respect  of  the  year  1952:- 


No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded* *  at  end  of  year  9 
No.  of  families  living  in  these  dwellings  13 
No.  of  persons  concerned  80 
No.  of  cases  abated  during  the  year  7 
No.  of  persons  concerned  67 


*  On  Housing  Act  Standard. 

The  Corporation  also  continues  to  give  consideration  to  cases  which, 
although  not  overcrowded  on  the  Housing  Act  Standard,  have insufficient 
bedroom  accommodation  t  }  allow  proper  segregation  of  the  sexes. 


Inspection,  Repair  and  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 

1,586  inspections  were  made  specifically  for  housing  defects  during 
the  year.  284  houses  were  rendered  fit,  and  5  were  closed  or  demolished. 

There  are  some  70  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  unfit  for  habitat ic 
and  v/hich  *ire  not  worth  reconditioning  even  if  this  were  practicable.  Mar 
of  the  tenants  have  suffered  these  conditions  for  a  long  time,  and  look 
forward  to  the  day  when  slum  clearance  cun  be  resumed.  When  these  have 
been  dealt  with  a  further  number  of  not  less  than  250  sub-standard  houses 
will  call  for  detailed  ex«mination.  These  houses  c^uinot  be  expected  to 
provide  acceptable  accommodation  for  more  than  20  years,  and  in  some  cases 
it  will  be  much  less  than  this.  A  programme  for  their  gradual  clearance 
over  a  period  will  depend  largely  on  developments  in  the  general  housing 
situation.  Maintenance  of  these  houses  in  essential  matters  may  be 
expected  t«*  become  an  increasing  problem  for  their  owners  and  for  this 
Department . 

Further  statistics  relating  to  housing  activities: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  and 
found  to  need  further  attention: 

(a)  considered  incapable  of  repair  10 

(b)  considered  capable  of  repair  404 


8 


268 


No.  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action 

No.  of  reports  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
a  view  to : 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  works 
(i)  under  Housing  Act 
(ii)  under  Public  Health  Act 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing 

orders 

No.  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  - 

(a)  under  Housing  Act 

(b)  under  Public  Health  Act 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  - 

(a)  under  Housing  Act 

(b)  under  Public  Health  Act 

No.  of  demolition  orders  made 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 
was  accepted  under  subsection  (3)  of  section  11 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

No.  of  houses  demolished 


35 

29 

6 


19 

7 


6 

10 

2 


4 

4 


Improvement  of  Accommodation  under  the  Housing  Act.  1949 

During  the  year  under  review  no  applications  for  grant  towards 
housing  improvements  have  been  made,  although  in  a  few-  cases  enquiries 
have  been  made  by  owners  contemplating  improvements. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  survey  of  the  town  showed  that  some 
300  houses,  although  soundly  built  and  having  at  least  a  further  30  years 
life,  were  lacking  in  modem  amenities  find  were  of  a  type  suitable  ftr 
improvement  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  The  owners  concerned 
apparently  do  not  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  grants  available;  a 
situation  which  seems  fairly  general  throughout  the  country.  The 
acquisition  of  the  property  by  the  Corporation  and  its  subsequent 
improvement  by  them  would  seem  to  be  the  r1only  way  of  giving  the  occupants 
of  the  houses  the  amenities  which  modern  standards  demand. 

The  survey  of  the  Corporation’s  Halfpenny  Lane  Estate  made  in  1951, 
resulted  in  an"  improvement  scheme  being  prepared  in  1952. 


Eradication  of  Verminous  Conditions- 

The  Housing  Committee  has  continued  its  practice  of  giving  disinfest 
ation  treatment  to  furniture  which  is  verminous  or  likely  to  be  verminous 
before  allowing  otherwise  suitable  applic<’inis  to  trike  up  occupation  of 
Corporation  houses.  The  Corporatirn' s  Contractors  carry  out  the  removal 
and  disinfest  with  hydrogen  cy?mide  before  unloading.  9  such  cases  were 
dealt  with  in  1952. 

Verminous  conditions  were  found  at  23  houses  during  1952  -  17 
Corporation  and  6  privately-owned:  appropriate  action  was  taken. 
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PART  C 


< 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 


Meat  Supply 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  use  the  Abattoir  at  Newtown  for 
the  preparation  of  meat  for  distribution  to  retailers  in  the  Borough  and 
surrounding  districts,  covering  a  population  of  55,000.  The  whole  of 
the  meat  dressed  at  the  Abattoir  was  inspected,  the  total  number  of 
carcases  examined  during  the  year  being  13,028. 

Table  5  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of  disease. 


Table  5.  Record  of  Meat  Inspection  and 

Incidence  of  Disease 


Class  of  Animal 

Cattle 
( excluding 
cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,888 

410 

612 

8,589 

1,529 

Number  inspected 

1,888 

410 

612 

8,589 

1,529 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

(i)  V/ hole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

7 

2 

18 

14 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

409 

89 

7 

283 

466 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tub erculosis 

21.9 

21.0 

1.5 

3.5 

31.4 

Tuberculosis  only: 

. 

(iii)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

12 

5 

•• 

3 

(iv)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
wa3  condemned 

229 

171 

6 

64 

Percent fige  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tub erculosis 

12.6 

44.6 

1.8 

4.4 

A  total  of  74  carcases,  225  part  carcases  and  2,584  organs  find  parts 
wore  condemned,  the  total  weight  being  24  twns,  12  cwts.  ,  1  qtr.,  24  lbs. 
Of  this  quantity  10  tons,  9  cwts.,  1  qtr.,  23  lbs.,  w as  ration  meat.  It 
should  be  stated  that  whilst  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  unfit 
meat  from  reaching  the  consumer,  equal  care  is  t<akon  to  ensure  that  ne 
meat  is  unnecessarily  condemned.  ' 

In  carcases  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was  tuberculosis, 

61.  Gr  of  the  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  from  all  causes  being  due  to 
this  infection.  In  orgfns  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was 
cirrhosis  caused  by  liver  fluke  (distoma  hopatica) :  704  bovine  livers,  i.e 
30.6*'  exi'jnined,  showed  lesions  of  invasion  by  this  parasite,  resulting  in 
6,838  lbs.  of  liver,  some  21.3?’  of  the  total  weight  ex.-mined,  being 
condemned  as  unfit  for  hum  fin  consumption. 
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During  the  year  28  beast  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
cystic ercus  bovis,  giving  a  percentage  incidence  of  1.22.  In  all  cases 
invasion  was  localised  and  before  being  released  for  human  consumption 
associated  carcases  and  organs. were  subjected  to  refrigeration. 


The  figures  for  the  last  three  years  are  given  for  comparison: 
Year  No.  of  Gases  %  Incidence 


1950 

24 

1951 

32 

1952 

28 

0.93 

1.16 

1.22 


The  statistics  given  in  Table  5  include  the 
animals  which  arrived  at  the  Centre  for  casualty 


following  numbers 
slaught er :  - 


of 


Cattle  62,  Calves  18 

Sheep  and  Lambs  28,  Pigs  295 


The  higher  incidence  of  disease  in  this  class  of  animal  is  illustrated 
by  the  following  figures  relating  to  cattle;  of  the  62  carcases  examined, 
19  whole  carcases  and  organs  were  condemned,  i.e.  30%>  against  a  figure  for 
non-casualty  cattle  of  0.6%. 


Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat 

No  violation  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  occurred 
which  could  not  be  dealt  with  informally  and  conditions  generally  were 
satisfactory. 


Slaughtering  Facilities 

The  inadequate  facilities  for  slaughtering  were  fully  discussed  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1950.  There  has  still  been  no  improvement  in  this 
respect:  in  the  interests  of  humane  slaughter,  hygienic  food  handling,  the 

conservation  of  carcase  quality,  and  the  prevention  of  annoyance  to  those 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  abattoir,  this  matter  is  urgent. 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  49  milk  distributors  on  the  Register,  which  figure  includes 
32  distributors  who  sell  only  ’Sterilised*  milk  from  shops.  Very  little 
milk  is  now  sold  unbottled,  and  most  is  heat  treated. 

Under  the  Milk(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949,  73  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  authorising  the  sale  of 
graded  milks.  18  of  these  were  in  respect  of  'Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)’  ,  19  in  respect  of  ’Pasteurised'  and  36  in  respect  of 
’Sterilised'  milk. 

Table  6  gives  particulars  of  sampling  of  graded  milks. 


Table  6.  Graded  Milks:  Sampling  Records 


Grade  of  Milk 

T  est  Applied 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Pasteurised 

13 

13 

- 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

5 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6  - 

6 

— 

All  samples  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 
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~  .  ?_LX  SamPles  7/ ere  taken  for  biological  examination  for  the  detection 
0-u  tuoerculosiss  2  positive  results  were  recorded. 

+  +  T1?e  number  of  cows  condemned  for  generalised  tuberculosis  at  tho  1 

Abattoir  again  reyreacnted  a  high  proportion  of  the  trtal  number  insSecJ 

in  all,  j5  "hole  carcases  mere  condemned  out  of  a  total  of  410  cows  1  63 

i?S^r?C^e(ia  ^  animals  were  sent  to  the  Abattoir  under  the  nrovisinnc,  n-p 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  provisions  of 

thepen(?.?f  the  year  there  were  two  registered  dairies  in  the 
Borough.  Conditions  were  satisfactory. 

.  ,  Generally,  the  standard  of  distribution  is  satisfactory.  Minor 
violations  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  have  been  noted,  but  formal 
aJ+i°+vhaG  been  unnecessary.  All  shops  from,  which  milk  is  sold  comolv 
Byelaws?  relevUlvt  2rovlsi°ns  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Regulations1  and 


Ic  e-cream 


•  -  +  Ti?e  Places  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  have  boon 
visited  as  necessary  and  70  samples  of  ice-creai  have  be^  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  bulk  of  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Boroush  i 
not  manufactured  here.  Two  factories  are  registered,  although  one  of 
uhese  has.  been  used  for  storage  only.  At  the  other  the  'complete  cold 
mix  method  was  used.  47  other  premises  are  registered  for  sale  and 
shops66  °nly‘  A  st;mdard  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained  in  these  I 

considered  f°£  the  bact eriological  grading  of  ice-cream  which  i 

considered  satisfactory  for  use  as  a  statutory  test,  but  on  the  provisions 

grading  at  present  practised  the  70  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  during  the 
year  may  be  grouped  as  follows:-  b  bne 

54  or  1%  fell  into  Grade  1 
10  or  14?  "  “  Grade  2 

4  or  6?  "  "  Grade  3 

2  or  %  "  "  Grade  4 


_  .  bam^1V  °b°ul"  i fill  into  Grade  4:  the  offending  samples  had  not  be< 

manufactured  m  the  Borough  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  outside 
authorities  concerned.  Regarding  other  grades  it  is  interesting  and 
f^aiQA7lnSKt0  compare  these  with  (1)  the  official  standard,  (2)  the  positic 
t^947’  W+.?n  th?,wC^Cr:'J.  (?eat  Treatment,  etc. )  Regulations,  1947^  came 
into  operation;  who  position  in  1948,  and  (4)  v/ith  the  figures  for  the 

present  year:  ° 


Table  7.  Ice-Cream  Grading 


Grade 

Official 

Figures  for  - 

Standard 

1947 

19,48 

1952 

1 

/J 

50+ 

% 

37 

jo 

70 

/■ 

77 

1  aid  2 

80+ 

63 

83 

91 

5 

Not  more 
than  20 

37 

13 

6 

Food  Premi ses 

The  conditions  under  which  food  for  sale  is  prepared  and  handled  in 
factories,  .vershoiises,  shops,  etc. ,  in  the  Borough,  have  again  received 
increasing  attention  from  the  Department.  Food  traders  in  the  town  are 
conscious  of  their  responsibilities  towards  the  public  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  observations  of  the  Department  continue  to  be 
welcomed* 
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Referring  to  Ministry  of  food  Circular  M.F.  12/49  on  the  subject  of 
Clean  Food  Campaigns  the  Department  has  continued  to  concentrate  on  its 
statutory  responsibilities  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Regulations 
and  Byelaws  made  thereunder.  A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  with 
food  handlers  at  the  place  of  employment,  stressing  the  fundamentals  of 
hygienic  food  handling. 

The  following  Table  gives  some  figures  indicative  of  the  Department’s 
activities  in  this  field;  but  work  of  this  type  is  time-consuming  and 
figures  have  a  limited  significance. 


Table  8.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Year 

1951 

1952 

No.  of  visits  paid  to 
food  premises 
(excluding  Markets) 

195 

352 

No.  of  food  rooms  inspected 

506 

902 

No.  of  section  13  offences 
noted 

80 

102 

No.  of  section  13  offences 
outstanding  at  end  of  year 

22 

38 

No.  of  offences  against 
the  byelaws 

111 

85 

No.  of  byelaw  offences 
outstanding  at  end  of  year 

26 

21 

Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  Storage  Premises 

Section  76  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951 ,  became  operative  in  the  Borough  during  the  ye;.ir  under  review.  This 
section  provides  for  the  registration  of  food  hawkers  and  their  storage 
premises. 

If  it  appears  to  the  local  authority  that  the  public  health  is  likely 
to  be  endangered  by  any  act  or  default  (relating  to  the  quality,  storage 
or  distribution  of  food)  of  a  person  who  has  applied  for  registration,  or, 
in  the  case  of  his  premises,  they  do  not  satisfy  a  prescribed  standard,  an 
applicant  may  be  refused  registration. 

During  the  year  applications  were  made  by  34  food  hawkers  for 
registration,  and  with  one  exception  registration  was  accorded.  Bight 
applications  were  made  in  respect  of  premises  and  (following  improvements 
at  2  of  these)  all  were  registered. 


PART  D 

MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 

Rodent  Control  Service 

The  need  for  efficient  control  over  rodent  infestation  in  the  Borough 
is  recognised  -  both  on  economic  and  public  health  grounds  -  and  the 
Corporation  have  operated  a  Rodent  Control  Service  continuously  for  twelve 
years.  Whilst  the  clearance  of  individual  properties  on  systematic  lines 
is  attempted,  total  clearance  in  agricultural  areas  seems  impracticable, 
and  Pontefract,  being  almost  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  agricultural  land, 
cannot  escape  recurrent  infestation. 
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The  following  Table  gives  statistics  relating  to  the  incidence  of 
infestation  and  to  disinfestation  measures  taken. 


Table  9.  Rodent  Control  Statistics 


Class  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agric¬ 

ultural 

Business 

and 

Industrial 

Tot  a] 

Total  number  of 
properties  in 
dist rict 

33 

6231 

35 

929 

7228 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 

(a)  notification 

1 

28 

0 

18 

47 

(b)  otherwise 

15 

222 

22 

75 

334 

No.  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 

(a)  major 

8 

2 

6 

4 

20 

(b)  minor 

6 

83 

6 

!  61 

156 

No.  of  properties 
treated  by  local 
authority 

14 

85 

12 

| 

50 

i 

i 

161 

The  total  number  of  treatments  given  during  the  yetir  was  299.  The 
term  'treatment1  used  in  this  connection  comprises  prebaiting  with 
unpoisoned  bait  on  four  successive  days,  poisoning  on  the  fifth  day,  and 
post-baiting  on  three  successive  days  a  fortnight  later  to  test  the 
effectiveness  of  the  treatment  and  to  assess  the  need  for  further  treatment 

Vulnerable  properties  in  the  occupation  of  the  Corporation  were 
inspected  quarterly  and  any  necessary  treatment  given.  Sewers  were  given 
their  usual  annual  maintenance  treatment  and  were  found  to  be  in 
particularly  good  condition.  The  Corporation  give  a  'free'  service  in 
the  case  of  dwellinghouses. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  1951  we  had  four  successful  prosec¬ 
utions  against  offenders  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing 
and  Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950.  During  the  year  under  review 
no  offences  were  noted  under  these  Regulations. 

The  Council  have  continued  their  membership  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  (Group  No. 11)  which  comprises  represent¬ 
atives  of  seven  local  authorities  in  this  area,  and  whose  functions 
include  those  of  stimulating  and  maintaining  interest  and  activity 
throughout  the  area  in  rodent  control  administration. 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


This  Act  became  operative  on  the  1st  April,  1952.  It  provides  for 
the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  by  the  local  authority,  who,  before 
granting  a  licence,  must  be  satisfied  that  - 

(a)  Animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation  suitable  as 

respects  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  clean¬ 
liness  ; 

(b)  Animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food  and  drink 

and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable  intervals; 

(c)  Mamm.'ils  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early  an  age; 

(d)  All  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 

among  animals  of  infectious  diseases; 

(e)  Appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other 

emergency. 

Offences  under  the  Act  include 

1.  Keeping  an  unlicensed  pet  animal  shop. 

2.  Selling  pet  animals  in  a  street  or  public  place,  except  at  a 

stall  or  barrow  in  a  Market. 

3.  Selling  a  pet  animal  to  a  person  whom  he  has  reasonable  cause 

to  believe  to  be  under  the  age  of  12  years. 

During  the  year  6  applications  were  made  for  licences.  In  one  case 
a  licence  was  refused;  in  the  remaining  cases  licences  were  granted  subject 
to  prescribed  conditions. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  in  November,  1951,  is  designed  to 
secure  the  use  of  clean  filling  materials  in  upholstered  articles. 
Regulations  have  been  issued  prescribing  the  standards  of  cleanliness 
applicable  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  various  kinds  of 
filling  materials  used. 

The  Act  provides  for  the  registration  with  the  local  authority  of 
premises  where  filling  materials  of  types  specified  in  the  Act  are  used  in 
manufacturing  articles  of  upholstery,  and  creates  a  number  of  offences 
including  the  use  of  prescribed  filling  materials  on  unregistered  premises 
and  the  presence  of  unclean  filling  materials  on  registered  premises. 

Two  premises  tire  registered  with  the  Corporation,  and  all  five 
samples  taken  since  the  Act  became  operative  satisfied  the  statutory  stand¬ 
ards  of  cleanliness  as  indicated  by  prescribed  tests. 


Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Section  120  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951,  which  came  into  force  in  the  Borough  on  the  15th  April,  1952, 
provides  that  no  person  shall  carry  on  the  business  of  a  hairdresser  or 
barber  on  any  premises  in  the  district  unless  he  and  those  premises  are 
registered.  22  such  premises  have  been  registered  with  the  Council. 

Subsection  (3)  of  this  Section  of  the  Act  empowers  a  local  authority 
to  make  byelaws  for  the  purpose  of  securing  - 

(a)  the  cleanliness  of  premises  registered  under  thi3  section  and 

of  the  instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  used 
therein;  and 

(b)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises  in  regard 

to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

Byelaws  were  made  in  due  course  to  become  operative  on  the  1st 
January,  1953. 
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TAB ULi Jl  STaT'EMFNT 


CogpJt'ing  with  article  27  of  the  Sanitary 
Oft icers  (Outside  London)  Regulations.  1935 


A. 


Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Corporation’ 
^an.itary  inspectors  and  assistant  staff  during  1952 


Nature 


Public  Health  Act,  1956 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections; 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Moveable  dwellings  and  sites 
Offensive  trades 
Workplaces  (not  factories) 

Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  inspections 
Other  inspections 

Atmospharic  Pollution: 

Industrial  some  observations 
Visits  to  boiler  plant 
Pollution  investigations  (deposit  and 
sulphur  oxides  sampling,  etc.) 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 

Infectious  Disease,  etc,  ,  Enquiries: 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 
Dwellinghouses 
Other  premi s  os 

W  at  er  S u ppii  e  a  ?. 

S ampling  -  Public  Supplies 

Swimming  bath  waters 
Inspect:;  one 

Refuse  Col?. oct.non  and  Disposal  Enquiries: 


Number 


4 

16 

24 

10 


153 

359 


32 

25 

337 

295 

69 


516 

93 


73 

26 

2 

22 


Factories  net. ^ _  195 7 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Condition  ; 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  124 

Factories  '•  ithout  mechanical  power  22 

Inspections  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  10 

Outwor  k  .  a  -y :  om i ses  i 


Shops  Act,  1 ul ■ 

FotaJ.  shops  visited 

Inspections  f  shops  to  which  Act  was  found  to  apply 
Housing  Act 3;  195 3  and  1949 

Housing  Cc'-icho  ions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  and  works  in 
progres  (excluding  Public  Health  Act 

inspections) 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations 
Miscellaneous  Enquiries 


165 

84 


507 

19 

30 


-  16  - 


Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949  (Continued) 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations  42 

Dwellinghouses  measured  up  for  'permitted 
number'  data  5 

food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  and  1950 

Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  Abattoir  for  meat  inspection  441 

Number  of  carcases  examined  at  Abattoir  13>028 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigations  under  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations,  1949  59 

Investigations  under  Special  Designations 
Regulations,  1949  63 

Sampling  52 

Ice-cream: 

■  Investigations  under  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment 
etc.)  Regulations  - 

Manufacture  4 

Retailing  76 

Sampling  70 

Other  Roods: 

■~5  Visits  to  shops,  etc.,  for  food  inspection  167 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Pasteurising  plant  and  dairies  17 

Abattoir  and  other  premises  under  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  26 

Rooms  under  section  13  902 

Premises  under  section  14  - 

Ice-cream  56 

Preserved  food,  etc.  39 

Investigations  under  Food  Handling  Byelaws:  520 

Miscellaneous  enquiries:  10 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Inspections  of  premises  for  infestation,  hygiene 
proofing,  etc.  1,172 

Inspections  under  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of 
Ricks  Regulations  28 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

Sampling  and  inspection  of  records  5 

Pet  Animals  Act.  1951 

•  Inspection  of  premises  and  investigations 

following  applications  for  licences  15 

West .Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act.  1951 

Registration  of  Hawkers  and  Storage  Premises; 

Inspection  of  premises  and  investigations 
following  application  for  licence  46 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  find  Barbers: 

Inspection  of  premises  prior  to  registration  *  22 
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I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

II  l  t  V 

\  .  \ 

M.R.  San. I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Vs- 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector*  s  Office, 
Municipal  Offices, 

35ontefract . 


July,  1953. 
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Number  of  Notices  Served  and  the  Result  of  Service 


